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She then bade me leave her. She loved me, but she loved
Eiterature and learning better. This gave her absolute im-
munity from merely human passion. I went to my room,
and wrote in terze rime, after the style of Dante, the ac-
count of my feelings. I read it to Clementina, and tears
rolled down her cheeks, and I had the satisfaction of hear-
ing her remark that she was now convinced that with re-
gard to love and lover's vows, it was a case of CA11 or
Nothing!'
Clementina's calm and balanced demeanour proceeded,
as I have said, from absence of feeling. I could not, try as
I might, inspire her with a passionate desire for me such
as I felt for her. I read to her from Ariosto the moving epi-
sode of Fiordespina, Princess of Spain, the lover of Brada-
mante, but it left her cold. I then resolved to try and foster
passion in her by the almost infallible method of procuring
for her new and unaccustomed pleasures. I decided to take
the whole family to Milan and give them a sumptuous
banquet at my rooms over the pastrycook's. I did not mean
to tell them where we were going till we were well on the
road, for fear my friend Count A. B. should deem it neces-
sary to warn his wife of our arrival and present his sisters-
in-law to her.
I wrote to Zenobia to have three dresses made of fine
Lyons silk for three young women of condition. I sent her
the measures, and described exactly how I wished them
trimmed. That designed for the married sister was to be
pearl-coloured, with a rich trimming of Valenciennes. The
dresses were to be ready and spread on my bed by a certain
day. At the same time I wrote to the pastrycook, ordering
a sumptuous dinner for eight persons. I told the countess
that I desired to have the honour of entertaining her and
her family at dinner, but begged her not to ask any ques-
tions as to time and place. She and her good husband en-
tered at once into the spirit of the thing, and agreed to fol-
low wherever I should lead.
'Then,' said I, 'everybody must be ready to-morrow at